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AAH Student Dissertation Prizes
2010-2011
The Association of Art Historians’ Dissertation Prize (formerly known at the Essay Prize) is awarded in association with Thames & Hudson.  As well as a cash prize, the AAH Student Dissertation Prize consists of book prizes to the value of £150 generously provided by Thames & Hudson. Prizes will be awarded for outstanding BA and MA dissertations. 
Dissertations will be assessed on the following criteria:

Originality
the dissertation should demonstrate a ‘critical’ and original approach to issues and themes of current concern to the discipline in its broadest interpretation;

Research
should be thorough, broad and combine primary and secondary sources as appropriate;

Method
should show a clear awareness of appropriate methodological approaches;

Content
the dissertation should be clearly structured, all source material should be soundly evaluated, the argument or line of enquiry should be balanced and the conclusion well grounded.

Entries
Entries will be invited from UK undergraduate and postgraduate students of History of Art and Visual Culture, enrolled on either practice-based or theoretical courses, whose work is on some aspect of History of Art.  The History of Art and Visual Culture is to be understood in its broadest sense; for example, past winning entries have included studies of trade union imagery, tomb sculpture and media coverage of the first Gulf War.

Prizes
Prizes for the winning entry in each category include:

· £200 cash prize

· Books to the value of £150 from Thames & Hudson

· Free AAH student membership for one year

· A 300-word abstract of the winning entries will be published in the Bulletin
· A presentation at the AAH Annual Conference, including free admission to the Annual Conference* 

Regulations

· Entries are invited from students within university departments of the Histories of Art and Visual Culture from either theoretical and practice-based courses in the UK

· Dissertations must have been submitted for the academic year 2010-2011.
· Dissertation document must be anonymous. There must be no trace of name or institution in the dissertation document, which includes omitting your supervisor’s name and any other named acknowledgements.

· File name of your dissertation document must be the title only. Also, remove identifying information from your file’s metadata where possible.
· Dissertations must have been submitted in fulfilment of coursework requirements (long essay/dissertation) at a UK institution within the past academic year.

· Students must be nominated by their supervisors and universities or colleges.

· Essays can be submitted by either the university or the individual. All documentation – dissertation, entry form and nomination form must be attached to the same email.
· Dissertations must not have been previously published.

Dissertations which are not submitted according to these regulations and requirements will not be accepted. 

Submission
To enter the prize students must submit the following, as separate documents attached to the same email. 
· A complete electronic copy of the dissertation in PDF or Microsoft Word document.
· A completed entry form in PDF or Word format
· A scanned image of the completed nomination form, signed by the applicant’s supervisor, in PDF or Word format.
· A 300 word abstract in PDF or Word format
· TOTAL SIZE OF ATTACHMENTS MUST NOT EXCEED 6mb (SIX). You may need to down-res any images used in order to meet this limit.

The above information must be sent to:

Dr Matt Lodder c/o admin@aah.org.uk. If you have an queries, call the AAH Offices on 0207 490 3211
Deadline
· UNDERGRADUATE Dissertations must be received by the AAH by 25th July 2011.
· POSTGRADUTE DISSERTATIONS must be received by the AAH by 1st December 2011.
· Prizes will be presented at the AAH Annual Conference at the University of Warwick. Successful applicants will be entitled to free admission to the AAH annual conference but they must pay for their own travel and accommodation.
Judging
The prize will be awarded by a panel of judges nominated by The Association of Art Historians. The panel’s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into with regard to the judging of the dissertations.
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