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AAH Museums and Exhibitions Group

Bursary Scheme

To foster collaboration between museum professionals and members of the academic community
1
About the Association of Art Historians
1.1
The Association of Art Historians (AAH) was formed in 1974 to support and promote the study of art history. We are a registered charity and the national organisation for professional art and design historians, researchers or students who are involved in education, galleries, museums and art-related publishing, or any other activity linked with art and design history. Internationally, we currently have over a thousand members.

The AAH represents the interests of those involved in all aspects of the discipline, including art, design, visual culture, architecture, film, photography, conservation and museum studies.

1.2
The Museums and Exhibitions Members' Group (M&E Group) represents the interests of museums and gallery employees in the UK, and members who are interested in pursuing a career in the museum profession. In addition, the Group aims to create a cross-dialogue between university-level teachers and researchers and museum and gallery curators, and be advocates for art historical research and its dissemination in museums and galleries.

1.3
A total of £10,000 per annum has been made available by the AAH towards two bursary schemes to foster the aims of the Group. There will be two application deadlines per year and therefore a total of £5000 available in each round.
i. Collaboration Awards are primarily intended to foster collaboration, especially between museum professionals and university-level teachers and researchers (FEC or HEI affiliated or independent).

· For further details of Collaboration Awards please go to sections 2 and 3 below.
ii. Individual Awards are offered to provide financial assistance for museum professionals to undertake original research towards a publication, exhibition or display.

· For further details of Individual Awards please go to sections 4 and 5 below.
Applicants to each scheme can apply for any amount between £200 and £5000. This award is tenable for a maximum of 12 months; it can only be used for one project.

1.4
For both Collaborative and Individual award schemes the following expenses can be claimed, and should be detailed in the budget proposal submitted with the application:

· Travel expenses (within or to UK)

· Accommodation expenses (up to £80 per night) for periods away from home
· Subsistence allowance for periods away from home (maximum £25 per day, note that alchol can not be claimed for)

· Other, including photocopying and photographic reproduction rights.
· Applications for travel, subsistence and fees for conference attendance within or outside the UK will be considered if they satisfy the aims of the scheme and if funds allow.
· For both schemes, applicants will be qualified to undertake research at post-doctoral level i.e. they will have completed a doctoral degree or have equivalent experience.
· Please note that these schemes are not intended to cross-subsidise institutions: applications must be designed to further the research of individual AAH members and meet the aims of the M&E Group (see 1.2 above).
2
The M&E Group Bursary Scheme – Collaboration Award
2.1
The M&E Group Bursary Scheme Collaboration Award is primarily intended to foster collaboration, especially between museum professionals and academics. This programme aims to provide financial assistance for work on a set project, for example identifying objects in a collection, or putting together an exhibition/display. For example if a curator would like a set of prints examined and authenticated they could invite an academic (defined as someone of postdoctoral standing either affiliated to a university or college, or independent) or another museum professional specialising in that particular area to travel to the museum and work closely with the curator to look at the works.

2.2
The M&E Group Bursary Scheme Collaboration Award will provide financial support for a project of finite duration (time-scale to be agreed on a case by case basis).
2.3
The application will be a joint one between the academic and museum professional,  or between two museum professionals, proposing the project.
2.4
The scheme encourages diversity of projects and a broad regional and national spread.

2.5
Successful applications to the scheme will be selected by the chair and another member of the M&E group, and a nominated member of the AAH Executive Committee.
2.6
There are two application periods per year.
Deadlines for applications: 14 May and 19 November.
No extensions will be granted. Application results will be available from approximately six weeks after the deadline. Both successful and unsuccessful applicants will be informed in writing. Details of the accepted projects will be posted on the AAH website. Please note that members of the selection panel will not enter into discussion about failed submissions.
2.7
The number of applications to be supported will vary according to the duration and cost of individual projects proposed in any one round.
Owing to finite resources, and to encourage diversity, the M&E Group Bursary Scheme will not assist more than two projects from individuals from the same institution in any one year.

The size and resources of the institutions involved will be taken into account in the awarding process.
The Collaboration Awards should not be used to pay salaries or fund the cost of replacement teaching.

2.8
Completed applications must be received by 14 May and 19 November.. They must include:
· a completed application form (available below)
· a curriculum vitae for all applicants
· a letter of support from the host museum or gallery
· a discursive outline of project plans, with proposed timetable and outcomes
· a budget proposal

· statement of funding and staffing levels

· declaration of any co-funding or other grants related to this project received or applied for: N.B. co-funded applications are welcome.
3
General guidance for applicants – Collaboration Award

3.1
What kind of projects are eligible?
The following are illustrative examples only.
· A visit from an academic to a museum or gallery collection for the purpose of object identification or comparison. The visit must be agreed by both the host museum or gallery professional and visiting academic prior to application. The project should substantially increase understanding of the museum collection by adding new information, attributions .
· Collaboration between a museum professional and an academic on an exhibition or display. The project must be agreed by both applicants (and host institution where applicable) prior to application. The exhibition or display should increase understanding of the topic either through new original research or by analysis from an unusual or new angle and therefore contribute to the development of art historical research and its dissemination.

· Applications will not be accepted for projects that have already been completed.
3.2
Who is eligible?
The following people are eligible:
Only AAH members may apply (Non-members must join or renew their membership).

· Museum professionals (curators, conservators, educators etc.)

· Academics from HE and FE sectors, part-time, full-time or temporary

· Indepedents, i.e. individuals of postdoctoral standing or with equivalent experience not affiliated to an institution

· Freelance curators may apply
· Non-UK nationals may apply
· Unsuccessful applicants may re-apply.
4
The M&E Group Bursary Scheme – Individual Award
4.1
The M&E Group Bursary Scheme Individual Award is intended to provide financial 
assistance for museum professionals to undertake original research towards a 
publication, exhibition or display.

4.2
The M&E Group Bursary Scheme Individual Award will provide financial support towards a project of finite duration (time-scale to be agreed on a case by case basis).

4.3
The scheme encourages diversity of projects and a broad UK regional and national spread.
4.4
There are two application periods per year.
Deadlines for applications: 14 May and 19 November.
No extensions will be granted. Application results will be available from around six weeks after the deadline.

4.5
The number of applications to be supported will vary according to the duration and cost of individual projects.
Owing to finite resources, and to encourage diversity, The M&E Group Bursary Scheme will not assist more than two applicants from a single institution in any one year.

4.6
Completed applications must be received by 14 May or 19 November. They must 
include:
· a completed application form
· a curriculum vitae from the candidate
· a letter of support from host institution
· a discursive outline of project plans, with expected timetable and outcomes.
· a budget proposal
· declaration of any other grants related to this project received or applied for.
5

General guidance for applicants – Individual Award

5.1 
What kind of projects are eligible?
· Original research towards a publication or exhibition. Applicants must have permission from their institution to take time for the proposed research, or explain how the proposed research can be conducted in own time.

· Applications will not be accepted for projects that have already been completed.
5.2
Who is eligible?
The following people are eligible:
· Only AAH members may apply (Non-members must join or renew their membership).

· Museum professionals (curators, conservators, educators etc.)

· Free-lance curators may apply.

· Unsuccessful applicants may re-apply.
6
General guidance for applicants for both award types
6.1
Claiming Expenses:
Reimbursements will only be issued on submission of coherent accounts and corresponding receipts or invoices and on production of a final report (see below). It is therefore essential to keep all receipts and account for your expenses accurately and clearly.
Reimbursements will not be issued until all receipts and accounts are received by the AAH Senior Administrator. Receipts must be official and valid. If receipts are missing, reimbursements or a full reimbursement will not be made. Reimbursements will made according to the expenditure indicated by the receipts. Eg. If you apply for £500 but you only provide £300 worth of receipts you will be reimbursed for £300.
Reimbursements will be issued, in sterling, in the form of a cheque.

All receipts and accounts must be received within the tenable 12 month period, i.e by 14 May or 19 November of the following year.
6.2  
Final Report:

Project participants must submit a 1000-word report (with images if possible) at the end of their project which will be published in the Association’s Bulletin and will appear on the AAH website.

6.3
Any publication resulting from the bursary must acknowledge the AAH M&E Bursary Scheme.
Please return your completed application form before 14 May or 19 November 2010 to:

The M&E Group Bursary Scheme

AAH

70 Cowcross Street

London, EC1M 6EJ.

E-mail to admin@aah.org.uk
Electronic submission is preferred. If possible file attachments should be saved in pdf format. Please submit 4 copies of your application if you are sending it in had copy.
Next application deadline: 14 May 2010
AAH Museums and Exhibitions Group

Bursary Scheme

For collaboration between museum professionals and academics

Application Form – Collaboration Award

Deadlines for applications: 14 May or 19 November

	General Information



	1. Museum Professional details



	Museum/Gallery


	

	Address


	

	Contact Name and Job Title/Role


	

	AAH Membership Number
	

	Telephone


	

	E-mail


	

	2. Academic/museum professional details



	Institution


	

	Address


	

	Contact Name and Job Title/Role


	

	AAH Membership Number (if applicable)
	

	Telephone


	

	E-mail


	


	Project Description



	Dates of Project (if applicable)
	


	Amount applied for


	

	300 word summary of project and specific project outcomes


	


Please include with this application form the following:

· a curriculum vitae of the candidates
· if you are a museum professional please provide a letter of support from your host institution (i.e. line manager)
· a discursive outline of project plans, with expected timetable.
· a budget proposal

· statement of funding and staffing levels

· declaration of any other grants related to this project received or applied for.

Please return your completed application form before 14 May of 19 November  to:

The M&E Group Bursary Scheme

AAH

70 Cowcross Street

London, EC1M 6EJ.

E-mail to admin@aah.org.uk
AAH Museums and Exhibitions Group

Bursary Scheme

For musuem professionals to undertake art historical research

Application Form – Individual Award

Deadlines for applications: 14 May or 19 November

	General Information



	Museum Professional details



	Museum/Gallery


	

	Address


	

	Contact Name and Job Title/Role


	

	AAH Membership Number (if applicable)
	

	Telephone


	

	E-mail


	


	Project Description



	Dates of Project (if applicable)
	


	Amount applied for


	

	300 word summary of project and specific project outcomes


	


Please include with this application form the following:

· a curriculum vitae of the candidate
· a letter of support from host institution (e.g. line manager)
· a discursive outline of project plans, with expected timetable.
· a budget proposal
· declaration of any other grants related to this project received or applied for.
Please return your completed application form before 14 May or 19 November to:

The M&E Group Bursary Scheme

AAH

70 Cowcross Street

London, EC1M 6EJ.

E-mail to admin@aah.org.uk
These details are valid until November 2010. Thereafter please see http//:www.aah.org.uk for current details.
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